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production of nitro-glycerine, and even more the con-
stitution of the raw glycerine itself, which caused
the many accidents in the nitro-glycerine factories.
Before glycerine was produced by decomposition with
steam under high pressure, and concentrated only by
means of steam, glycerine of great purity and con-
con tration was only obtained at high prices. In
order, therefore, that the product should not be too
expensive, the manufacturers of the nitro-glycerine
used, impure glycerine, which in addition to a large
amount of water contained many foreign sub-
stances. Among the combinations which in ad-
dition, to mtro-glycerine result from the treatment of
such a product with the nitration liquid are some of
very low chemical stability and easily decomposed by
slight outside influences, as, for instance, moderate
increase of temperature. As this decomposition takes
place suddenly either through heat or shock it is easily
communicated to the nitro-glycerine, thereby causing
an explosion, and in this we have a very simple sol-
ution of the many explosions which have frequently
taken place in the isolated buildings, where prepared
nitm-glycerine has been stored for a long period.
Since improvements have been introduced in the man-
ufacture of pure glycerine, its price has fall en so much
that the nitro-glycerine works have at their disposal
a substance of: the greatest purity, and from this
time reports as to explosions have become much
rarer. .By the use of a suitable process and glyeerine
of adequate purity, the manufacture of nitro-glycerine
is no more dangerous than th-it of gunpowder,